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Read the article below and then answer questions 1-8.

10

PARENTS PAY THE PRICE

Are parents allowed to take their children out of school when the weather is nice?
Not in Britain. Parents are responsible for making sure that their children go to
school regularly. Up to the year 2000, parents in Britain had to pay a fine of £1,000
for not sending a child to school. Now there is a new law. According to the new law,

the fine is now £2,500' and a parent can also be sent to jail for up to three months.

Patricia Amos was the first mother to go to jail. For more than two years, her two
teenage daughters didn’t go to school regularly. They said they stayed home after
their grandmother died because they didn’t want to leave their mother alone. The
girls were very upset about their mother going to jail. “It wasn’t her fault I missed
school,” said one of the daughters. They both felt responsible and went back to

school regularly.
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Another mother, Claudia Ward, was sent to jail because her children missed 146
out of 382 days of school. Ms. Ward decided to keep her children home when the
weather was nice. She felt they shouldn’t be shut in a classroom when they could be
outside and enjoy the sun. She said, “I just thought they would gain far more from
that.” After spending a few months in jail she changed her mind. She understood that

her children need a school education.

Although many parents are not happy with this new law, the authorities’ are satisfied.
The Minister of Education and teachers are pleased that judges are taking this

problem seriously. They feel it sends a strong message to parents.

1£2,500 (2,500 pounds) is about 15,000 shekels
bl / MNOIY
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4. PUT AV BY THE TWO CORRECT ANSWERS. (lines 6-11)
What do we learn about Patricia Amos’ teenage daughters?
......... i) What they did wrong.

How old they are.

Why they stayed home from school.

How many days of school they missed.

......... v)  Why they don’t like school.
(2 x 7= 14 points)
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Answer questions 1-8 in English according to the article. In questions 1, 7 and 8, circle
the number of the correct answer. In the other questions, follow the instructions.

1. What do we learn about the British law in lines 1-5?
i) How the law changed.
ii) Why the law changed.

iii) How many parents pay a fine.
(7 points)

2. The new law is different from the old law. Give ONE difference. (lines 1-5)
ANSWER: ...

(8 points)

w

COMPLETE THE SENTENCE. (lines 6-11)

Patricia Amos is mentioned because she

(9 points)
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5. How did Patricia Amos’ daughters feel about their mother going to prison?
(lines 6-11)

ANSWER

(9 points)

6. COMPLETE THE SENTENCE. (lines 12-17)

Claudia Ward kept her children out of school because she thought it was better for

(9 points)
7. What made Ms. Ward change her mind? (lines 12-17)

i) The fine weather.

ii)  The closed classroom.

iii) The months in jail.
(7 points)
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. What do we learn from the last paragraph? (lines 18-20)
i) What teachers think of the new law.
ii)  What children think of the new law.
iii) Why judges don’t like the new law.
(7 points)




